
TO BE APPROVED: JUNE 28, 2022  
  

JUNE 14, 2022       CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL                 5:30 P.M.   
               REGULAR SESSION    

The Gunnison City Council Regular Session meeting was called to order on Tuesday, June 14, 
2022, at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Diego Plata in Council Chambers, located at 201 W. Virginia Avenue 
in Gunnison, Colorado. Present in Council Chambers were Mayor Diego Plata, Mayor Pro Tem 
Mallory Logan, Councilor Freeburn, Councilor Miles, Councilor Gelwicks, City Attorney Kathy 
Fogo, Finance Director Ben Cowan, City Manager Russ Forrest, Senior Planner Andie Ruggera, 
and Deputy City Clerk Cassie Mason.  Public Works Director David Gardner, Electric 
Superintendent Will Dowis, and Community Development Director Anton Sinkewich were in 
attendance via Zoom.  Several interested residents attended in-person and online. A Council 
quorum was present. 

Public Input.  Mayor Plata called for comments from members of the audience, both in Council 
Chambers and attending remotely. There were none. 
 
Council Action Items: 
Consent Agenda. Councilor Logan moved and Councilor Miles seconded the motion to approve 
the Consent Agenda with the following items:  

- Approve the May 24, 2022, Regular Session meeting minutes; 
- Excuse Mayor Plata from the May 24, 2022, Regular Session meeting. 

Roll call, yes: Freeburn, Miles, Logan, and Gelwicks. So carried.  
  Roll call, abstain: Plata 

Roll call, no: None. 
 
Appoint Boards & Commission Members. Deputy City Clerk Cassie Mason summarized the 
vacancies and letters of interest received to serve on the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee, the Senior Center Advisory Committee and the Zoning Board of Adjustments and 
Appeals. Councilor Freeburn moved to appoint Sherri Anderson, Kristi Murtaugh, and Robert 
Czillinger to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee.  Councilor Gelwicks seconded the 
motion. 

Roll call, yes: Miles, Plata, Logan, Gelwicks, and Freeburn. So carried.  
  Roll call, no: None. 
Councilor Logan moved to appoint Maureen Eden, Judy Gazzoli, and Karen Spence to the 
Senior Center Advisory Committee. Councilor Miles seconded the motion. 

Roll call, yes: Plata, Logan, Gelwicks, Freeburn, and Miles. So carried.  
  Roll call, no: None. 
Councilor Gelwicks moved and Councilor Miles seconded the motion to reappoint Sharon Cave 
to the Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  

Roll call, yes: Logan, Gelwicks, Freeburn, Miles, and Plata. So carried.  
  Roll call, no: None. 
 
Council thanked the board and committee appointees for their service. 
 
Grant-Funded Intern Position with Senior Center. Senior Center Coordinator Elizabeth Gillis 
explained that the funding for three Senior Center positions had been received through a grant 
from the Next 50 program. The grant was received last year, but because of COVID, they had to 
delay the programs. Councilor Gelwicks moved to increase the City of Gunnison budget for FY 
2022 by $8,196 for expenditures for the Next 50 Initiative grant funding. Councilor Freeburn 
seconded the motion. 

Roll call, yes:  Gelwicks, Freeburn, Miles, Plata and Logan. So carried.  
Roll call, no: None 

Councilor Logan moved to increase the authorized employee full time equivalents (FTE) in the 
amount of .20. Councilor Freeburn seconded. 

Roll call, yes:  Freeburn, Miles, Plata, Logan, Gelwicks. So carried.  
Roll call, no: None 
 



Ordinance No. 5, Series 2022, Second Reading. Councilor Freeburn introduced, read by title 
only, and moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5 Series 2022, on second reading.  Councilor Gelwicks 
asked if the $8,000 that was just approved for the Senior Center was included in Ordinance No. 
5, and Finance Director stated that it was not.  Councilor Miles seconded the motion to adopt 
Ordinance No. 5 Series 2022, on second reading. 

Roll call, yes:  Miles, Plata, Logan, Gelwicks, and Freeburn. So carried.  
Roll call, no: None 

 
Ordinance No. 6, Series 2022, First Reading.  Councilor Logan introduced, read by title only, 
and moved adoption of Ordinance No. 6, Series 2022. Councilor Gelwicks seconded the motion. 
Senior Planner Andie Ruggera gave a summary of the vacation application that was submitted by 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife requesting to vacate the east/west and north/south alleys within 
Block 144. The applicant worked with City and County staff on the redesign of Spruce Street, and 
everybody is on board with the design.  Councilor Miles asked about how many east-west alleys 
there are remaining in Gunnison, and Senior Planner Ruggera stated that there were maybe four 
or five. Miles noted that they were created for milk deliveries and stated that the City should think 
about getting rid of them completely. Senior Planner Ruggera answered Council’s questions about 
access to the fairgrounds, parking, Fire Station access, and provision of electricity to possible 
future housing at the fairgrounds.  Brandon Diamond of Colorado Parks and Wildlife addressed 
Council and clarified that CPW will likely use the existing building for operations for the 
foreseeable future.  The back parking to the south and west of the existing office will be for staff 
only.  The parking to the east on the Pine Street side would be limited.  There would be less 
activity on that side.  Diamond indicated that CPW hopes to break ground on the project this year 
before the snow falls to get the site ready for the 2023 construction season. 

Roll call, yes:  Plata, Logan, Gelwicks, Freeburn, and Miles. So carried.  
Roll call, no: None 

Councilor Gelwicks moved and Councilor Logan seconded the motion to accept the redesign of 
Spruce Street south of New York. 

Roll call, yes:  Logan, Gelwicks, Freeburn, Miles, and Plata. So carried.  
Roll call, no: None 

 
2022 Council Strategic Fund Use.  City Manager Russ Forrest provided a summary of 
Council’s potential and approved uses of the Strategic Fund in Fiscal Year 2022. He reminded 
Council that the Western Foundation had requested $152,000/year for five years for the Western 
Promise initiative.  Council had asked how much it would be to endow one student, and the 
Foundation had indicated that amount is $62,500. That’s a one-time investment that leverages 
interest and grants.  Finance Director Ben Cowan indicated that, as an alternative to using 
Council’s Strategic Fund for the Western Promise, there is a nexus with the Marijuana 
Mitigation fund, and Cowan provided Council with background on the status of marijuana 
mitigation fund, noting it may be used for education. 
 
Councilor Gelwicks moved to authorize the $62,500 from the marijuana reserve for the Gunnison 
Promise. Councilor Miles seconded the motion. Councilor Logan asked if Council would have 
any discretion over who receives the scholarship.  It was clarified that Council would not have 
discretion and the scholarship could go to any Gunnison Valley school district student, including 
home schooled students. Staff indicated that, at this point, it is uncertain whether any other local 
government entities had approved funds for the Western Promise. 

Roll call, yes:  Gelwicks, Freeburn, Miles, Plata, and Logan. So carried.  
Roll call, no: None 

 
City Manager Russ Forrest then moved to the topic of a Safety Traffic Action Plan, and stated 
that staff wanted to follow up on the discussion from last Council meeting and James Charlier’s 
presentation on how to comprehensively manage speed and safety on our roads.  Forrest stated 
that Mr. Charlier had shared a new grant opportunity from the U.S Department of Transportation 
(DOT) to improve safety. The minimum grant award is $5 million. A prerequisite for the grant is 
having safety plan.  Building off the highway access plan, staff asked Mead and Hunt to provide 
a proposal for a safety plan that would include the City as a whole. Mead and Hunt would identify 
the most important places where action is needed – both big, significant actions and tactics like 
mobile speed bumps that are fast and cheap to implement.  Forrest stated that the grant can also 



be used to fund a safety plan, but that would delay applying for implementation funds. The grant 
application is due in September, and the aim would be to complete the safety plan in order to 
apply for the grant, utilizing existing data and additional community input on near misses.   
Addressing the concern that the City is in planning paralysis, Forrest emphasized that having a 
plan would line the City up for significant grants in the future and wouldn’t stop the City from 
taking more immediate measures.  In response to Council questions about getting bids from other 
candidates, Forrest noted the cost-savings of using Mead and Hunt since they are already 
completing the access control plan. Council discussed funding a safety plan and noted concerns 
about spending money to prepare a safety plan without having a guarantee of getting grant money, 
the tight timeframe for completing the plan in order to apply for the DOT grant, and a desire to 
use the tools we have more effectively, including moving the existing speed signs to more 
effective locations and taking down the 45 mph north of town. Council members noted the 
importance of having a plan for securing state and federal grant money and noted that a plan may 
be the needed next step for moving forward on safety at the scale that is desired.  This wouldn’t 
preclude the City from making quick fixes to improve safety. Forrest indicated that there was 
going to be a kick-off meeting with Mead & Hunt and CDOT for the access control plan that 
would include a walk-through of the City, and City staff will share list of concerns with CDOT. 
As a part of the safety plan, Mead & Hunt would use existing data and also do additional data 
collection with the community, including input on near-misses.  
Councilor Logan moved to commit an amount not to exceed $39,965 for a Vision Zero traffic 
action safety plan from Mead & Hunt out of Council’s strategic funds.  The motion was changed 
to include the stipulation that Mead & Hunt is encouraged to produce a report by September that 
can be used for the purpose of grant application submission.  The motion, as amended, was 
seconded by Councilor Gelwicks.  

Roll call, yes:  Freeburn, Miles, Plata, Logan, and Gelwicks. So carried.  
Roll call, no: None 

 
Discussion on Dumpster Billing. Public Works Director David Gardner addressed Council and 
provided an overview of a problem they would like to resolve with inequities in dumpster billing 
in areas of high density living where dumpster service is used in lieu of single individual 
residential trashcans.  Some dumpsters located at high density living locations do not have a 
master account holder. These dumpsters often go unmanaged, subject to overfill and abuse. 
There is no practical way to collect overfill charges or impose code violations.  Public Works 
would like every dumpster to have a master account holder so that there is a contact person who 
can be contacted regarding misuse or charged for extra dumpsters when they are required. The 
recommendation is for all dumpsters to be billed by the established dumpster rates per the fee 
table and not be billed by the single-family refuse rate. Streets and Refuse Superintendent Jason 
Kibler addressed Council and indicated that he had been doing outreach to property owners and 
managers who would be impacted by the change. He has received positive feedback from 
various property owners who could save money as a result of the change, as well as feedback 
from other property owners/managers who don’t want to be responsible for collecting the bills 
from their tenants, either through rent or bills. He noted that everybody has understood the 
proposed change from a business standpoint.  Public Works Director Gardner indicated that if 
Council agreed with the changes, they would come back with changes to Title 12 of the City 
Code, including simplifying some of the definitions.  Kibler and Gardner answered questions 
from Council about monthly rates and timeframes for the new rates to become effective.  Staff 
clarified that property owners can’t opt out by choosing a different company for refuse service.  
Except for some locations that the City cannot serve because of access issues, all residences in 
the City are required to use City refuse services.  There was additional discussion about whether 
there is a practical way to provide assistance to households that produce very low volumes of 
trash in apartment complexes and penalties for illegal dumping and how to clearly communicate 
what cannot be dumped. Council indicated their approval for staff to move forward with 
presenting them with changes to Title 12. 
 
Public Works Semi-Annual Report.  Public Works Director David Garner referred Council to 
the semi-annual report that was included in Council’s packet and pointed out various highlights 
that the Department had accomplished.  Council asked Gardner questions about ditch water in the 
Palisades neighborhood that may be causing basement flooding.  Public Works Director David 
Gardner let Council know that they are anticipating that it will become harder to recruit and retain 
CDL holders because of more stringent CDL licensing rules. Gardner responded a question from 



Council about snow removal practices and the reason for plowing into yards that are part of the 
City right-of-way. Council thanked the Public Works Department for its work. 
 
Staff and Council gave brief reports. 
City Manager Russ Forrest gave Council an update on the strategies the City is considering to 
recruit and retain Gunnison Police Department officers, and Council indicated their support.  The 
City Manager indicated that the Van Tuyl Ranch tenants want to sublease the ranch house to 
another tenant for the duration of the existing lease.  The land would be managed in the same way.  
Council indicated their comfort with an addendum to the lease. 
  
With no further business before Council, Mayor Plata adjourned the Regular Session at 
8:01 p.m.  
  
                _______________________________  
                Mayor  
Attest:  
  
______________________________  
Deputy City Clerk  
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